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< EVENTDETAIL

A one-day workshop on the topic "The Glorious Past of Tribal Society” was organized at Atal Bihari

Vajpayee University, Bilaspur on the occasion of the 500th birth anniversary of Rani Durgavati. The event featured
Laxman Singh Markam, Additional Commissioner of the Tribal Research and Development Institute, Bhopal, as
the chief guest. Among the distinguished guests were MLA Sushant Shukla, Vaibhav Surange, Provincial President
of the Vanvasi Vikas Samiti, Brijendra Shukla, Bhuvan Singh Raj, and Jitendra Dhruv, Registrar of Pandit
Sundarlal Sharma Open University.

The program began with the garlanding of portraits of Rani Durgavati, Birsa Munda, and Veer Narayan
Singh. Following this, Professor H.S. Hota, the Dean of Student Welfare, delivered the welcome address. Brijendra
Shukla then presented the introduction to the event, stating that October 5th marks the 500th birth anniversary of
Rani Durgavati. He highlighted how Indian culture has evolved continuously, without any fundamental cultural
transformation. He also noted that the tribal heroes played a crucial role in laying the foundation for the 1857
revolt, and emphasized the importance of recognizing the contributions of these unsung heroes to India's
independence.

Vice-Chancellor A.D.N. Vajpayee remarked that the session was both academically practical and thought-
provoking. He stated that the story of Rani Durgavati’s bravery continues to resonate deeply within us. However,
research on Rani Durgavati has not been as extensive as it should be. He emphasized that history is shaped by what
society chooses to internalize, and Rani Durgavati never compromised her pride.

Special guest Belatra MLA Sushant Shukla highlighted that Rani Durgavati fought more than fifty battles
in her lifetime, and despite the strength of the Mughal forces, they never managed to defeat her. He praised her for
connecting the tribal society with Sanatani culture and noted that development is achieved through action, not
words. He urged the audience to learn about Rani Durgavati's contributions to the nation.

Chief guest Laxman Singh Markam provided insights into the history of tribal governance, stating that
tribal societies have had a direct ruling history of over 1,100 years, as evidenced in the inscriptions of
Samudragupta. He remarked that tribal contributions have largely been omitted from historical records. He
explained that India's governance structure consisted of villagers, city dwellers, and forest dwellers, and that India
never had a singular ruling system. Markam emphasized the importance of acknowledging the tribal communities
in India’s rich history, stating that Rani Durgavati was erased from history to glorify Akbar, but Rani Durgavati
remains an integral part of Indian history.

The event was conducted by Deputy Secretary Neha Rathia, and several university officials were present,
including Registrar Shailendra Dubey, Controller of Examinations Dr. Tarun Ghar Diwan, the event’s coordinator
Professor Dharmendra Kashyap, Professor Sumona Bhattacharya, NSS Coordinator Dr. Manoj Sinha, Professor
K.K. Sharma, K.K. Bhandari, Pramod Tiwari, Jyoti Rani Singh, Srikant Mohre, U.S. Srivastava, and other faculty
members and students from various colleges. University officials Xavier Kujur, Assistant Registrar Neha Yadav,

and Fakhruddin were also in attendance.
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